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Two Great Field Days Celebrate
20 Years for the No-Till Alliance

Secretary Redding cites “Relentless passion for promoting soil health”

On two beautiful days in late July the PA No-Till
Alliance celebrated its 20th anniversary with two well-at-
tended soil health field days. On July 22 Ryan Graham

welcomed 150 soil health enthusiasts to his farm in Butler,

PA, followed by nearly 250 attendees at Jim Herhsey’s
farm in Elizabethtown, PA on July 24.

A highlight at each was Doug Wolgang, State Conser-
vation Commission presenting the Alliance with a plaque
recognizing the Alliance’s 20 year anniversary and Ag
Secretary Redding presenting a letter congratulating the
Alliance on this achievement. His letter (pictured right)
stated in part, “Your relentless devotion and passion for
promoting soil health and water quality in agriculture
cropping systems and management has truly benefited
food production in the Commonwealth.”

Lead by keynote speaker Blake Vince of Ontario, Can.,
both programs included a mix of presentations on topics
ranging from controlling deer damage to innovative ways
to limit slug damage to fine-tuning nitrogen application to
corn. As always, the “out in the field” breakout sessions
created tremendous interest and discussion. These includ-
ed planting green with the latest in no-till drill technology,
discussion of water infiltration and healthy soil character-
istics with a deep soil pit and the advantages of various
COVer crop mixes dependmg on your goals.

Speaker Vince
proved to be a strong
advocate for cover
crops, recommending
planting multi-species
mixes of, in his case, as
many as 18 varieties on
his 1200 acres. Declar-
ing that, “it’s all about

“we must feed diversity
with diversity.”

Keynote speaker Blake Vince

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
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GREETINGS:

Itis with great pleasure that I congratulate the Pennsylvania No-Till Alliance on your
20th Anniversary.

For two decades, the No-Till Alliance has served as the voice for common interests
and issues affecting no-till crop production. The Alliance’s focus on public awareness of the
benefits of no-till practices has continued to serve Pennsylvania communities and ensure the
sustainability of our agricultural future. Your relentless devotion and passion to promoting
soil health and water quality in agriculture cropping systems and management has truly
benefited food production in the Commonwealth.

Through your advocacy, you have remained committed to soil health and water
quality. This dedication is commendable and a clear indication of the care and hard work
you put into the mission you have advanced through the years. We have made great strides
to improving the water quality in the entire Mid-Atlantic Chesapeake Bay watershed. Your
partnership with the state and federal conservation agencies has been exemplary. We thank
you for promoting the successful application of no-till through shared ideas, experiences,
education, and embracing new technology.

We are proud of the work you have done and are excited to honor your success and
contributions to Pennsylvania and all of those around you. We look forward to the future of
sustainably, improving our soil, ensuring productivity and profitability for future
generations.

Please accept my best wishes for continued happiness, success, and prosperity of

Pennsylvania’s agricultural community. ‘ﬁ« /¥/
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diversity,” he stated that,

His other recurring theme was that it was essential to
have as many living roots as possible in the soil year-
round. This not simply for erosion control, but also helps
capture carbon, build organic matter and enhance soil
biological activity.

For those not in attendance the story is best told by the
pictures on page 3.



The Alliance Active
at Ag Progress Days

As has been the case for many years, the Alliance
had a large presence at Penn State College of Agri-
culture’s Ag Progress Days in August. Key elements
were our information tent, the rainfall simulator
demonstration and assisting with the planting green
demonstration.

A highlight was a visit from the recently appointed
EPA Region 3 administrator, Amy VanBlarcom-Lack-
ey. Amy grew up on a dairy and hog farm in Brad-
ford County and has been part of the management _ e A SR e R
team at the farm for many years. Prior to that, some Dave Mclaughlin explains the rainfall simulator to EPA Administrator

. . VanBlarcom-Lackey as an interested family looks on.
may remember her from her days working with the

State Conservation Commission and PennAG Indus- President Jim Hershey discussing how farmers, the Alli-
tries. ance and EPA can work together on important conserva-
While in our area Amy did a lengthy interview with tion concerns.

No-Till Alliance Welcomes New Board Members

Earlier this year Ron Carter of following the field day on July 24, for many years, rarely missing a
McDonald, PA, in Washington John C. Johnson of Delta in York field day or winter meeting.
County was elected to complete the  County was elected to a full 3-year John replaces longtime director
unexpired term of long-time director term running through 2028. John Jim Harbach who elected to not seek

William Cannon. Ron’s willingness ~ has been an active Alliance member  re-election.
to serve in this role brings a valu-

able southwestern Pennsylvania
perspective to board discussions. i ’ ' # ; %
His contribution has already been : ‘ 44 | WU WV
felt as he has been instrumental in *
establishing a collaboration between
the Southwest PA Soil Health Meet-
ing Committee and the Alliance for
our PA No-Till Alliance Winter Soil
Health Meeting. It will be held on
Jan. 27, 2026 at St Vincent College
in Latrobe, PA.

Ron will serve a 3-year term ex-
piring in 2027.

Then, at the annual meeting held

As noted above, after many years of service to
the PA No-Till Alliance, Jim Harbach elected to not
seek another term as a director. The board of direc-
tors and many other members who came to know

Jim over the years want to express our thanks for
your dedication, deep thinking and insightful com-
ments. While no longer a director, we are sure you
will remain an active member and will continue to
be willing to share your knowledge and experience.

Free 20th Anniversary
Gifts for Members

Through the generosity of sponsors Univest Bank, Messick’s Farm
f , Equipment, Mel Weaver and Sons and Hostetter Grain all current and
B st #| ncw members of the Alliance are entitled to receive a commemorative
B S / 14-ich wall clock and a digital soil temperature and pH meter. If you
~ | did not get one at the field days they will be available at future events so
watch for them!
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Pictured clockwise from left: State Conservation Commlssmn Exec. Secretary Doug
Wolgang and PDAg Secretary Russell Redding stand in cover crop as they study
the soil pit. David Hunsberger of King’s Agri Seeds explains the attributes of various
cover crop mixes. The crowd gathers for the start of the planting green demonstra-
tion. Ryan Graham and his son Reid (the aspiring assistant farm manager) welcome
guests to their farm as President Hershey looks on. Lisa Blazure, PA Soil Health
Coordinator, discusses what attendees can learn about soil health from a soil pit.

Pictures Tell the Field Day Story

Pictured clockwise from

| top left: Father and son get
| a close look at no-till seed
placement using soil “dig
stick” provided by Horizon
Farm Credit. Drone shot

of the equipment demon-

| stration at Hershey Farm.
The field days received
huge support from over

30 vendors and sponsors,
each with a display table. A
portion of the large crowd
in attendance at the eastern
field day
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Doug Wolgang, State Conservation Commission and PDAg Secretary Russell Redding present members of the Alliance board the wooden plaque
and congratulatory letter commemorating the 20th anniversary of the Alliance. (Left to right) board members Leroy Bupp, Dean James, Lisa Blazure,
Gordon England, Jeff Frey, and Jim Hershey. Doug Wolfgang and Secretary Redding. Board members Ben Peckman, Andy Flinchbaug, administrative
coordinator Jay Howes and board members Ron Carter and Matt Ulmer. (Missing are board members David Hunsberger, Wiliam Thiele, Jim Harbach
and Ryan Graham - all who attended the other field day)




Pennsylvania No-Till Alliance
2215 Forest Hills Dr., Suite 39
Harrisburg, PA 17112
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Thank You to Our

Sponsors & Supporters

Support of Alliance activities by our annual sponsors is
crucial to our ability to fulfill our mission and is much appreciated.
Thank you!

} MEDIA SPONSORS QR CIR(inlll]
} (clo]Hal1 0]\ Rol 3 PA Dept of Agriculture < Stroud Water Research Center

} CIIAYS I 0]\ RIo[3E Melvin Weaver and Sons « Hoober, Inc. ¢ King’s Agri Seeds
* Horizon Farm Credit

=13{0]\ VAT 0]\ Ko 38Y Bayer US Crop Science « Fulton Bank ¢ Hostetter Grain
* Rosetree Consulting * Univest Financial Corporation

} C10]\B{013y Bernard C. Morrissey Ins. « Bottomline Ag Supply ¢ Ephrata National
Bank ¢ Neudorf USA « Soil Bound LLC ¢ The Mill « PA Grain Processing
+ AgXplore International « SyngentaNK « TeamAg, Inc « First Citizens Comm. Bank
+ Country View Family Farms ¢ Pivot Bio * LandPro Equipment

AN 0]\ R0l i6 W Hershey Farm, LLC  Don Cotner Farms

+ Criswell Ag Services * Dennis Grimm « Meyers Farm « Schrack Farms
+ Slate Ridge Farm « Branton Farms « Penn England Farms ¢ Future View Farm ¢
Dennis Grimm
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SAVE THE

DATE:S

Winter Soil Health Meeting

January 27, 2026
St. Vincent College * Latrobe, PA
(In conjunction with the Southwest PA Soil Health Conference)

January 29, 2026

Location to be determined
e O

Pennsylvania No-Till Alliance

Our Vision: “Using no-till systems to improve our
soil and water quality, productivity and profitability
for future generations.”

Our Mission: “To promote the successful
application of no-till through shared ideas,
experiences, education and new technology.”



